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Introduction
❖ Over the past few weeks, we’ve had the opportunity to study the book of Ruth in detail as we 

covered the first three chapters. Now the first time you ever read this book, when you arrive 
at chapter 4, it’s easy to draw the conclusion that you’re reading a love story.  

‣ All the elements are here: empathetic characters facing tragedy and loss, chance 
encounters between unlikely lovers, danger and intrigue, rising conflict, tests of love, 
and a happy ending. But just as the story of Ruth closes in chapter 4, we come to 
realize that there is a bigger story involved.   

❖ It reminds me of an animated film that came out in the late 90’s called Antz. It was a story 
about a worker ant who falls in love with a princess ant, while saving the queen ant from a 
secret plot by a general ant who is trying to overthrow the colony. Now for the entire film, 
the audience is engrossed with what is going on in the life of this major ant colony. You’re 
thinking, who knew the ant world was so complicated? 

‣ But in the very last scene, the camera starts to zoom out, and the audience comes to 
realize that the whole time we’ve been focusing on just a tiny, little ant colony in the 
vast expanse of Central Park, Manhattan. It’s like the filmmaker is reminding us 
there’s always a bigger story that we need to step back and see.    

❖ Well for three chapters in the book of Ruth, our attention has been fixed on the 
ordinary events of one family out of the people of God. We’ve mentioned before how 
they’re just ordinary folks trying to survive a tough economy, looking for work, looking for 
love, looking for marriage, looking to start a family. This is the stuff of ordinary life. There 
are no crazy miracles here. Now there are two instances where events are attributed to the 
Lord. Once to provide food (1:6) and another to provide a baby (4:13).  

‣ But even these were not overt miracles. It’s not like God sent manna down from 
heaven. He just caused it to finally rain. And it wasn’t a virgin conception. He just 
enabled a couple to conceive in the normal way. 

• So if we’re not careful, the ordinariness of the events and the subtly of 
God’s presence could lead us to read this book purely as a love story. We 
could easily forget God is even there.   

❖ But in chapter 4, it’s like the camera begins to zoom out, and we’re suddenly reminded 
that there is a bigger story being told. It’s not just about a middle-aged Hebrew and a 
widowed Moabitess finding love. It's not just about a bitter old woman coming to learn that 
God is still good. It's a story about God and the way he unfolds his sovereign plans to redeem 
the world by using ordinary people and their ordinary lives.  

❖ Sometimes the ordinariness of our lives makes it easy to forget that God is even there, that 
he's working in your life right now to accomplish something bigger than yourself. What if I 
were to ask you, "When was the last time you really sensed God working in your life?" 
What would you say? 
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‣ Many of us would have to dig way back in our past, to our younger years as 
Christians. Our thoughts go back to summer camp or that short-term mission trip. Or 
you're thinking of those big milestones in your walk, those mountaintop moments, 
those powerful experiences of worship or even the miraculous. 

• But we easily overlook the ordinary, mundane, day-to-day events of life. 
There is a general sense that for God to be working in your life is has to 
be spectacular and out-of-the-ordinary.  

❖ Well the fourth and final chapter of Ruth will challenge that sort of thinking. We're going to 
zoom out wide and get a God's eye view of the story and of our lives too. I’ve divided this 
message into three parts. In vv1-12, we’ll be viewing this story with a 200mm zoom lens. 
From this narrow perspective, it just looks like a story about God’s hand in Ruth’s life as he 
guides her from widow to wife.  

‣ Then in vv13-16, we’ll pan out with a 50mm lens to see the bigger story of how God 
is faithful to work in the lives of his children to bring them from famine to fullness.  

• And lastly in vv17-22, we’ll use a 18mm wide lens, and we’ll come to see 
that the book of Ruth is actually just one thread in a larger tapestry, one tile in 
a larger mosaic, one short story in a larger epic narrative. The book of Ruth 
ends with David, but the story continues on in Scripture until we reach 
David’s Greater Son. 

200mm Zoom Lens: From Widow to Wife
❖ So let’s begin by viewing this story with a zoom lens and focus specifically on the conclusion 

to the love story that blossomed in chapter 3. If you recall, Naomi and Ruth were both 
widowed and had come to Bethlehem empty-handed. They lacked a male protector and 
provider, and in their days two women in their shoes were as good as dead. They were in a 
desperate and depressed situation.  

‣ But unbeknownst to them, God's hand was providentially working behind the 
scenes. It was his hand that brought Ruth and Boaz together, as they worked together 
to harvest his field during the barely and wheat season.  

❖ And it was by his providential design, that Boaz so just happened to be a potential kinsman-
redeemer. According to Jewish law, a widow in Naomi’s shoes could appeal to a male 
kinsman to function as a redeemer – one who helps to restore your property or lineage. Boaz 
was in unique position to redeem the property Naomi’s husband had sold off years ago AND 
to marry Ruth and raise offspring to perpetuate the family line. 

❖ So in chapter 3, we read about Naomi's risky and risqué plan to get Boaz to notice Ruth, 
which ends up working. But before they can live happily ever after, there is a hurdle. There is 
a nearer kinsman who has priority. He could potentially redeem the property and marry Ruth.    

‣ So the first half of chapter 4 describes Boaz’s efforts to secure Ruth as his wife. As 
we read earlier, he went to see if he can happen to run into the nearer kinsman. And 
we read in v1, “And behold, the redeemer, of whom Boaz had spoken, came by.”  
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❖ The expression here is very similar to what we read in chapter 2 when Ruth so happened to 
happen in Boaz’s field, or when Boaz so happened to return from Bethlehem at that very 
moment (2:3-4). It’s meant to communicate the coincidental nature of things, but of 
course the whole point is that it’s not coincidence. It’s providence. God’s hand is always 
working behind the scenes. 

‣ Here he orchestrates events so that Boaz and the nearer kinsman meet. Now when 
Boaz brings to his attention the prospect of redeeming Naomi’s property, the nearer 
kinsman jumps at it. It was a no-brainer. He knew Naomi and her situation. He knew 
by now she must be beyond child-bearing age. He was probably thinking he just has 
to take care of this old woman for a few years until she dies. And since she has no 
heir, the property will be his, which he can pass on to his own children. 

• But then Boaz reminds him that redeeming the property comes with the 
additional responsibility of redeeming Ruth, taking her as wife in order to 
perpetuate Elimelech’s family line and family inheritance.  

❖ Now that changes everything. Now we’re talking about another widow to take care of, more 
kids to raise, more diapers to change, more mouths to feed. And that property he redeems 
with his hard-earned money will one day return to Elimelech’s family when the eldest son he 
bears to Ruth comes of age.  

‣ This is no longer a risk-free investment. It comes with great personal cost. And so the 
nearer kinsman, looking out for himself, declines the offer. Then Boaz declares his 
willingness to take on the duties of a redeemer irrespective of the costs. 

❖ An ancient sandal-swapping, deal-making transaction occurs, and it’s official. Boaz redeems 
Ruth. Let's not forget she’s a poor, grieving widow and a foreigner from the despised nation 
of Moab. What Boaz is doing for her is sheer grace. It's loving-kindness that leads him to 
redeem her emptiness, her sadness, her shame.  

‣ It appears to be a fitting conclusion to an ancient love story. In short order, Ruth goes 
from widow to wife. And the narrator left many hints to suggest God’s hidden hand 
was working behind the scenes to bring it all about. 

50mm Fixed Lens: From Famine to Fullness
❖ But here is where we have to zoom out to see a bigger picture. If we use a 50mm lens to look 

at this story, we see a bigger story unfolding. It’s not just about Ruth finding love again. As 
we pull back, we’re reminded this is not just a book about love. It’s a book about theology.  

‣ It’s a book about people of faith dealing with disappointment and pain, wrestling with 
the deepest of theological questions, namely, “Does God really work in all things for 
good – for my good? 

• Again this was all before Romans 8:28 was written. One day God would 
make a promise and put it down in writing. It says “we know that for those 
who love God all things work together for good, for those who have been 
called according to his purpose.” But in this story, the jury is still out.  
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❖ I’m a bit surprised this wasn’t called the book of Naomi since the big question being 
raised is the kind Naomi (or a person in her shoes) would be asking. She’s introduced in 
chapter 1 as an empty woman. The famine in the land emptied her cupboards and emptied her 
stomach. She moves to Moab only to be emptied of her husband, her sons, and any hope.   

‣ Now it’s evident that, even after going through all that, Naomi still believes in God 
and still believes he’s sovereign. She still calls him the Almighty (1:20). But she’s 
having a hard time trusting the Almighty. She knows God is still great, but she’s not 
sure anymore if he’s good – at least towards her.   

❖ So by the end of chapter 1, she complains that the Lord has made her life very bitter. She 
says she went away full, but he brought her back empty (1:21). So out of all the characters, 
Naomi is the one person most desperate for an answer to our question. Well let’s keep 
reading to see what kind of good God works out in the bad of her circumstances. 

‣ Start in v13, “13So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, 
and the LORD gave her conception, and she bore a son. 14Then the women said to 
Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without a redeemer, and 
may his name be renowned in Israel! 15He shall be to you a restorer of life and a 
nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to 
you than seven sons, has given birth to him.”” 

❖ So Ruth and Boaz give birth to a son, but notice that the townswomen gather around Naomi 
and not Ruth, to celebrate God's kindness. Ironically, these are probably the same women she 
was complaining to about God making her life bitter. And now they’re praising God for 
providing her a redeemer.   

❖ So far, Boaz has been the redeemer, but now it’s Boaz’s son who is called the redeemer. This 
baby boy will somehow restore Naomi’s life. That phrase ‘restorer of life’ literally means 
“one who cause life to return”. In some sense this baby will cause Naomi’s life to return.  

‣ The choice of words is intentional. The author is showing that Naomi’s complaint 
in chapter 1 of God causing her to return empty is now resolved by this child. 
The boy will return (or restore) what was once taken from her – her joy, her vitality, 
her life. That’s how he will act as her redeemer. 

❖ And the townswomen go on to praise Ruth, calling her better than seven sons. In the Bible, 
seven is a number of perfection, so this is a huge compliment for Ruth. Back in chapter 1, 
no one would have considered her a blessing. She would’ve been seen as a liability – just 
another mouth to feed. But now, in chapter 4, as God shows his hand (so to speak), 
everyone comes to realize that Ruth is actually a treasure. She’s better than seven sons!   

❖ Let’s keep reading in v16, “16Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her lap and became 
his nurse. 17And the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has been 
born to Naomi.” They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.” 
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‣ It’s a wonderful image: The bitter, old woman has been transformed into a blessed 
grandma with a bundle of joy in her lap. Notice how the story arc for Naomi begins 
with her loss and ends with her gain. It begins with famine and ends with 
fullness. This is all to reinforce the point about God working all things for good.   

• Notice the women say, “A son has been born to Naomi.” To Naomi? Well 
since the Hebrew word for ‘son’ can mean ‘descendant’, it's just another way 
of saying a grandson has been born to Naomi. But the words were intentional.  

❖ The reason the townswomen gather around Naomi and call the baby her redeemer AND the 
reason why Ruth is called better than seven sons AND the reason why the son is called 
Naomi’s – is to say, in three different ways, that Naomi's story is living proof that, in the 
end when all is said and done, God really does work all things for good.  

‣ So if things aren't looking good for you right now – it doesn't mean God has 
failed you – it just means you're not at the end. There is still more to your story yet 
to unfold. It may look like a famine now but fullness is coming. 

❖ I realize you might be going through a difficult and disappointing season in life. Where, like 
Naomi, it's easy to complain that the Lord’s hand has gone out against you (1:13) and 
emptied you of all hope (1:21). 

‣ As well like Naomi, it’s easy to overlook the blessings he has put in your life – all 
those people or things you consider to be liabilities that are actually treasures. Like 
Naomi, you don’t see it yet.  

• But if you learn to wait on God and take refuge under his wings, all of your 
complaints against him will also prove to be untrue. In the end, he works all 
things for good.   

❖ But we need to qualify that promise with this point: What you think would be good in the 
end is not necessarily what God has in store. What God works out in the end may not be 
what you had planned. But those who love God, who have been called, can trust that what he 
has in store, in the end, will be good. 

❖ Just consider Ruth. In v13, we’re told she and Boaz get married, and lo and behold, on their 
wedding night the Lord gives conception. We have a honeymoon baby! Now you might have 
some friends who were in the same boat, so it doesn’t seem that out-of-the-ordinary.  

‣ But remember Ruth was introduced as a barren woman. She was married for ten years 
and unable to conceive. Now on her wedding day, she probably had plans for her life 
that included motherhood. She probably imagined a big family with kids running 
around. But barrenness has a way of wrecking plans and putting life on hold. 

❖ I shared before about how my wife and I struggled with infertility before God graciously 
gave us a daughter. And even after having one, it’s still been a struggle to have more. Now I 
don’t presume to know what ten years feels like, but I have tasted the pain of infertility. And 
one thing that makes it so painful is the way it throws your life completely off schedule.  
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‣ I had plans for us. After getting married, I had our next five years mapped out. Move 
away for seminary. Get pregnant within my third year. Graduate seminary. Move back 
home. Find a job. Make more babies. I should have two or three by now. 

• But life doesn’t always work out as planned. Things like infertility, an 
accident, an illness, a break-up, a recession – they can throw off our 
plans. And then we start to question God’s plans.   

❖ Does he really know what he’s doing? If I have good, godly ambitions – to be a dad or mom, 
to get married, to be in good health, to find a job and build a career – then why does God not 
provide? Why doesn’t he answer my prayers? Why is it taking so long to find a job, for my 
body to get over this illness or injury, to get married, to have children?   

‣ I’m sure Ruth was asking the same thing. All her plans were now shot. Everything 
was up in the air. But in v13 we read that, all along, God had a good plan for her 
that did include a baby, but the plan wasn’t going to follow her schedule. Ruth 
could try all she wanted to conceive. She could visit the doctors, track her 
temperature, fill out the charts. But until the Lord ‘gives her conception’, she’ll have 
to wait. 

❖ Now I don’t know why God is making you wait. Perhaps it’s to humble you, like how he 
humbled me and reminded me that I’m not the Lord of my life or my schedule.  

‣ And I don’t know what’s in store for your future. But I do know God is 
providentially in control of it, and if you, like Ruth, take refuge under His wings, you 
can be sure that he will work it all out for your good in the end. 

❖ And if things are not good yet, it doesn’t mean God has failed. It just means you’re still in 
chapter one. You’ll have to wait and see what he has in store for chapter four! 

‣ Granted, we don’t have the advantage of a narrator revealing the contents of the 
last chapter of our lives, but we have something just as good, just as reliable. We 
have the promises of God. We have Romans 8:28. Christians can have the assurance 
that all things in life are working out for good. 

18mm Wide Lens: From David to David’s Greater Son
❖ That's what providence teaches, and that's what this book is about – on one level. But if we 

keep zooming out – let's say we use an 18mm wide lens – then with a wide-angle view, it 
becomes clear that this story is not just about how God works everything out for the 
individual good of his children. While Naomi and Ruth figure prominently in the story, it's 
not ultimately about them. 

‣ There is much, much bigger story being told. Remember the book begins by telling us 
these were the days of the judges, where there was no king in Israel, where everyone 
did what was right in his or her own eyes.   



!7

❖ During this spiritually dark time, some were questioning if God had abandoned them. But 
little did they know, he was there all along working out their good through one little 
family in Bethlehem. By the end of the story, God reveals that he was working all along in 
ordinary events among ordinary people to provide an extraordinarily good king in Israel. 

❖ Look back at the end of v17. We learn that the baby’s name is Obed, and he’s the father of 
Jesse who's the father of King David. And the book concludes with his genealogy. “18Now 
these are the generations of Perez: Perez fathered Hezron, 19Hezron fathered Ram, Ram 
fathered Amminadab, 20Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon fathered Salmon, 21Salmon 
fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered Obed, 22Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David.” 

❖ Now you might wonder why the story would end with a genealogy. It seems a bit out of 
place. You could've just ended with v17. But this genealogy is here for a reason. It’s to 
demonstrate that, in God’s providence, the ordinary lives of ordinary people you don't 
know, that history doesn't know, can contribute to what he is doing in the world – like 
redeeming his people by the hands of a good king who would rule in righteousness. A king 
like David. 

❖ I doubt Naomi was thinking about that when she followed her husband to Moab or when she 
decided to return to Bethlehem. She was just going wherever she could find food.   

‣ I doubt Ruth was thinking about God’s redemptive plan when she picked a field to 
glean. When she first met Boaz, she probably just thought he was a nice guy. I doubt 
she had grand visions of continuing a royal bloodline.   

• But in these ordinary decisions and chance encounters, God was working out 
a plan no one could piece together until we reach this genealogy at the end. 

❖ And now we realize this is more than a story about Naomi, Ruth, or Boaz. It’s ultimately a 
story about how God providentially provides for his people Israel the good king they so 
desperately need. It all leads up to the birth of Israel’s most famous king. 

‣ And as the Church, we have the greater privilege of interpreting history in the 
fullness of God’s revelation found in Christ. For us, the camera angle is panned out 
even further, and now we can see that God was working out all things not just for the 
good of one family or one nation – but for the good of the world! 

❖ We can now see God’s good behind the death of Naomi’s husband and two sons in Moab. 
Otherwise she would’ve never returned home with Ruth. 

‣ We can now see the good in having Ruth wait ten agonizing years to have a baby. If 
she had been able to conceive with her first husband, then she would never have 
married Boaz. Then there would be no Obed, no Jesse and no David.   

• Then there would be no promise of a Messiah coming from the line of David, 
and ultimately no “Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who 
is called Christ” (Mt. 1:16). 
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❖ Bereavement, barrenness, suffering, shame – these were the crosses that Naomi and Ruth 
had to bear, so that God could bring about (through them) the One who would bring 
about redemption for all God’s people by means of his own cross.  

‣ Naomi and Ruth could never have imagined how God was working through their pain 
and through such ordinary lives to bring about the salvation of so many. I’m pretty 
sure Ruth would've laughed if you told her who her great-great-grandson would 
turn out to be or that through her line would one day come Israel's Messiah. Her 
life seems way too ordinary (and way too messed up) to lead to something like that. 
But that's what this story is trying to teach.  

Conclusion
❖ If you're anything like me, you're probably a bit surprised how ordinary and mundane your 

life turned out to be. When you were younger, you imagined yourself doing big things, 
making a big difference, making a name for yourself, changing the world.  

‣ Instead here you are with a pretty routine life. You sit in traffic every morning. You sit 
in an office for another 8 hours. You run errands. Do chores. Play with your kids. 
Spend time with your friends. Go to small group. Go to church. Serve in a ministry.  

• Nothing earth-shattering. There's nothing going on in your life that will show 
up on headlines tomorrow. Everything is pretty ordinary, and that might bum 
you out. But this little book of Ruth is teaching us not to despise the day of 
small things. To not despise the ordinary. 

❖ Parents, those routine conversations with your kids over the breakfast-table and those 
commutes driving them to and from school are ripe opportunities for God to do a mighty 
work in your family, in the discipleship of your children.  

‣ For those of you in the workforce, those little things you do to win the respect and 
admiration of your coworkers – your punctuality, your integrity, your genuine 
concerns for them, and the excellence you put into your work – these little things can 
contribute to something bigger. God can use these ordinary things to bring about his 
redemptive purposes among the unlikeliest of people in your life.  

• The same could be said for students and the way you go about your studies, 
the way you handle the stress and pressure of academics, the way you spend 
your free time winding down – these little things, these everyday routines, can 
contribute to something bigger than yourself.  

❖ This story of Ruth is all about how the ordinary lives and ordinary routines of ordinary 
people can contribute to something bigger – nothing short of God’s sovereign plan to 
redeem the world. Do not despise the day of small things. Do not despise the ordinary life. 
God loves to use it. 


