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Date: 03/01/2012
Text: John 4:1-26
Title: Encounter by the well F{-554H78

Theme : Our encounter with Jesus can bring renewal into our lives.
Introduction :

You are at Starbucks, trying to get a mini break and change of pace from the routine. You ordered a
cappuccino and you’re enjoying it. After a little while, someone came to your table and asked if she could share
the table with you. You looked up and it was a friend whom you haven’t seen for a long time. What if this
person were Jesus and sat with you? What kind of conversation will the two of you have?

Last Sunday we read that Jesus did not entrust himself to ‘people’ because he knew all people. And
following this, Nicodemus came to Jesus at night and engaged in a conversation about the kingdom of God,
about eternal life. The familiar text before us is about an encounter between Jesus and a Samaritan woman. I
trust that the Bible students among us have approached this passage from many perspectives. We have used this
passage, full or partial, to extract principles on personal evangelism and worship. Today, I’ll try to look at it
from the perspective of an unfolding story. We want to focus on the dialogues, conflicts and their solutions.

First, let’s take a look at the setting of this encounter (vs.1-6). We learned that Jesus wanted to travel to
Galilee from Judea (look at the map). The Jews were considered descendants of Abraham, while the Samaritans
descendants of Jacob. The Samaritans were Jews but because of their intermarriage with the non-Jews, they
were considered unclean. The Jews would want to have nothing to do with the Samaritans. There was the saying
that a Jew would not use a dish that was used by a Samaritan. One can see the animosity the Jews had towards
the Samaritans. By the time Jesus arrived at Sychar, he was tired. We are to note that in this gospel of John, the
author had a strong emphasis on Jesus as the son of God, God himself. Yet here he wrote that Jesus was tired
and needed a drink. This revealed that on the one hand he was God, and on the other had he was also fully man.

And then John noted that it was the 6™ hour, noon time. Previously, Nicodemus came at night, now it is
noon. Jesus sat by the well. In the OT tradition, a well is a meeting place. You remember Abraham’s servant

met [saac’s future wife, Rebecca, by a well. Jacob met his future wife, Leah, at the well. Moses also met his



wife at the well. Now Jesus came and sat by a well. The reader would anticipate something, or some kind of
encounter was about to occur.
L. Believers are to be aware of our spiritual needs. (7-15)

At noon, a Samaritan woman came to the well for water. At once the alert reader would notice
something was wrong with this picture. It was true that it was the women’s responsibility to come and get water.
They would come in early morning to avoid sun. The Samaritan woman came at noon and most likely, from her
reputation, was to avoid people. A well was a place of meeting others, but to her, it was a place to isolate
herself. This meeting between Jesus and the Samaritan woman consisted of 3 rounds of conversations. Let’s
listen to this first round of conversation.

Jesus started the conversation, ‘give me some water.” This was certainly uncalled for. First, a Jewish
man was not supposed to talk to women in public. Secondly, a Jew was not to have any contact with the
Samaritans, not to mention a Samaritan woman. This was the reason she was so surprised that Jesus, a Jew,
would talk to her and ask for water. Jesus responded in vs.10; if you knew the gift of God, who I am, he would
have given you living water. The Samaritan woman thought living water is a reference to the fact that there is
running water, a spring beneath this well. So she responded by saying that since you didn’t have any buckets,
how could you have given me water from this well. She then says, this well was given to us by Jacob. Now are
you greater than Jacob? In a different narrative, the Jews asked if Jesus was greater than Abraham. Here, was
Jesus greater than Jacob? Jesus said my water is greater than the water from this well, it will keep flowing to
eternal life. She said give me this water so I don’t have to come here anymore.

Jesus was talking about that spiritual water, water that could clean and give eternal life. But the
Samaritan woman could not understand. She only saw her physical needs, and could not venture beyond them
to see her spiritual needs.

Aren’t we very much like her? We know and see our physical needs. We’re not happy with our
marriage. We want our children to listen to us. Or we are very lonely and not happy with our social life. We are
convinced that we need more money. We want to be more healthy. The list of needs can go on and on. There

seem to be an insatiable desire of wanting to have more and more. But there is more than meet the eyes in life.



Earlier in his temptation by the devil, Jesus said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
comes from the mouth of God.” besides our physical needs, which is important, but equally so, there are also
spiritual needs. They include our eternal destiny, our relationship with God; our worship of him through praying
and reading and obeying his words. It is said that when God created men, there is a God shaped vacuum within
each person. God alone can fill this space and make us complete and satisfied. Yes, we need to meet those
physical needs, but even more important is our need to meet the spiritual needs.
IL. Believers are to be aware of our moral needs. (16-19)

Now, we come to the second round of conversation between the two. Again, Jesus initiated this.
Since the woman had asked for this water so he asked her to bring her husband here. (because he knew
people’s heart).The woman'’s response was crisp and fast. [ have no husband. Jesus’ response was equally
clear to the point. (you fee the tension now). Yes, you are right that you don’t have a husband. For you
have had five and the one you have is not your husband. Jesus was saying that you have married 5 times,
and now you are living with someone. According to their common tradition, the Jewish law will accept up
to 3 marriages. And there is no room for living together with a man or woman; there is no room for
common law marriage. The woman acknowledged this and concluded that Jesus must be a prophet. The
word ‘prophet’ in the Samaritan tradition means the revealer. Since you have correctly revealed my
personal life. You must be a revealer. From sir to prophet.

Do we see what is happening here? Earlier, through water, Jesus was calling her attention to her spiritual
needs. Now, Jesus is calling her attention to her moral needs. She had clearly violated God’s moral principles. I
trust that we can follow this reasoning. When we come face to face with Jesus, the Son of God, the perfect and
holy God, he will be like a mirror revealing our moral failures. As we have mentioned in previous sermons,
when we see ourselves in the light of the 10 commandments, there is not a single commandment that we have
not broken. Ever since Adam’s sin against God, we, his descendants, have been affected by sin in every area of
our lives. Sin has touched and defiled our thoughts, our will and emotions.

[1L Believers are to be aware of our needs of not being bound by traditions (20-26).



We’ll come to the third round of conversation The woman initiated this. We notice how quick and
abrupt she changed the topic; from husbands, moral issues to the tradition of worship. We can certainly echo
this sentiment. When the conversation touches upon our sensitive spots, we too will quickly change the
conversation topic. She brought up the issue of the location of worship. The Samaritans insisted that worship of
God was to take place at Mt. Gerizim while the Jews would worship in Jerusalem. When facing something she
would prefer not to deal with, she not only resorted to tradition, but also brought out the contention point
between the two traditions. One commentator wrote that when we don’t know how to carry on a conversation
with someone who has a different persuasion from ours, we tend to focus on the differences between the two.

Jesus’ response was equally intriguing. He did not say that you have gone off track and we need to come
back to our main point. Instead, he followed her thread. In vs.21 to 23, he basically abolished both traditions,
instead, insisting since God is a spirit, we, no matter who you are, what your social status is, what your race
may be, we have to worship him with truth and spirit. Worship has to come from one’s heart.

Don’t we sometimes do the same? When faced with something we feel uncomfortable, we’ll go back to
our traditions. When new and young ministers asked me why we do some of things in this church; there were
times I found myself saying, this is our tradition. This is how things were done at HCC. And the moment those
words came out of my mouth, I knew I am in trouble. I was leaning on tradition, how things were done in the
past but not based on the standards of the scriptures. The same is true when our moral failures are revealed,
we’ll say something like this: oh, I was baptized in that church by so and so, the church I went to before thought
it was ok to do that. We would fall back on something familiar.

Yet in this conversation, Jesus was telling us that God looks at our heart instead of our traditions. He
would not be bound by traditions, instead he wants his follower to follow his instructions as revealed in the
Holy Scriptures.

The woman’s response, vs. 25, “I know that the Messiah is coming. When he comes, he will teach us all
things. “ Jesus said, “I who speak to you am he.” With this, it brings to an end of the conversation between the
two.

What was the conclusion of this encounter by the well? (28-30; 39-42)



At this time the disciples came back and the woman went into the town and told others about him. She
seemed to have concluded that could this person be the Messiah that we have been looking for? Please take note
of the process of thinking who Jesus was. First, a Jewish man, then a revealer, and finally the Messiah. And
those in the town upon hearing this, went to where Jesus was and many believed in him as Messiah, the son of
God.

We probably notice the ending of this encounter is day and night in contrast to the ending of
Nicodemus’ encounter. Nicodemus came at night. After meeting with Jesus, we don’t know what did he with
what he heard. Did he eventually understand Jesus’ words? From the rest of John, he seemed to be staying in
the background most of the time. He did speak up for Jesus; but not for His identity but urged the religious
leaders to be fair. Nicodemus was a rather closed minded religious person. A very stark contrast to the
Samaritan woman. Her conversation revealed her being an open minded non-religious person. Yet at the end of
the encounter she was convinced of who Jesus was then went on to tell others about him.

Conclusion:

Meeting different people at Starbucks can sometimes bring about refreshment in life. Don’t you think at
times we also need to have a “Well moment” with Jesus? I know we are all busy with life. I am constantly
trying to meet the Sunday sermon deadline, preparation for the weekly staff meeting and monthly council
meeting. You too are busy in meeting your daily, weekly and monthly deadlines. In a way, we are all busy
trying to meet our physical needs. We are all running after FAFI4-55: 48 > >k > Jif > B8 > £ fif > 2% - We
take good care of our physical well being, but have no time for the spiritual side. There is no time to talk to
Jesus about what’s going on in life, besides asking him to provide and give us more of the ff - {454 »
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May be we want to consider daily, weekly or monthly to have that ‘well moment’ with Jesus. I have
found our bi-monthly Breakfast with Jesus helpful. Amid those endless and unrelenting deadlines, spending 1 %2

hours in quietness, listening to what Jesus has to tell me that I may be neglecting certain areas of my spiritual

well being or lapsing in my moral behavior. Or I may have unknowingly allowed tradition to block a lively



relationship with my Lord. Such moments with Jesus can cause us to have a deeper understanding of Jesus, that

he indeed is the Son of God, by believing and following him, we will have eternal life.



