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Date: 02/26/2012

Text: John 2:25 — John 3:14

Title: Jesus, Who Are You? BRfik, 1R/EHE?

Theme: Believing in Jesus is the only way to enter the kingdom of God.

Introduction:

I can believe in a God who created the heavens and the earth. However, I can’t believe that Jesus
is the son of God, is God himself. I think that many of us have encountered this statement, and some of
us may still be puzzled by this: Jesus, who are you?

The author of the gospel of John clearly expressed his purpose in writing this book, John 20:31,

EBEEEL Tk, RERMEHHRIES & #HR%TF  BEERMET | JLARMNS

84 n.” John wrote so the readers would know who Jesus was and also what to do with this knowledge.

In John 2, we learned that after performing the first miracle, Jesus also taught and performed

other miracles. In John 2:23-25, “HRfiR7E HE B 404 W @ B B I IRe A%, 37 2 N WA AT P, ok
& TR 4. 24 BRERADAMBARARAM, IR EE rE N, 25 AR ZHER B AR BT, W
Fofth FniE N oA AT 1) A2 B . We want to notice that John wrote Jesus knew everyone and he knew

what was in their hearts. With this introduction, there were three personal encounters in this book of

John. First is Nicodemus, then the Samaritan woman and the official. John 3:1, “f& —fHVEF| BN, &

e fHiER, M RN E .. {tha 2k 2 R HASHE. .. Jesus knew what is in a man’s heart, and

now, a man...came to him.” Like a story teller, John set the stage for what is to come. Jesus knew men,
and one man, Nicodemus, came to him.

Let’s first explore a little about the circumstance of this story. We may not want to read too
much into the part that Nicodemus came at night, when it was dark. Yet it was good to bear in mind that
in John 1, Jesus was introduced as the light came into the dark world. Later on in this gospel, Jesus was

described as the light of the world. There was a constant contrast and conflicts between the light and



darkness. Like any movie or soap opera, there are always conflicts and resolutions and that’s what keeps
our attention and interest and we want to return day after day, or week after week.

So, in this encounter with Nicodemus there are three conflicts and 3 resolutions. First,

L. We want adequate evidences to confirm the existence of kingdom of God.

Nicodemus said to Jesus, “¥HthaR: “Hitt, FRMFTEIREE  FPAREAR I ZET, B AR
BA  MIETLE, RETT RS, B A ABE1T.” We could speculate that Nicodemus could be
sent by a group of people waiting for him to give a report. It appears that they have been observing him
up till now. And the intent behind this statement is: who are you? You appear to be a teacher from God,
but is there more? Are you a prophet, are you the Messiah? Nicodemus was trying to set up criteria so
that he and his group could to do a more accurate assessment of who Jesus was. Its like doing a research.
In order to know that this compound can really kill the breast cancer cells, we need to set up criteria.
Besides killing the cancer cells, will it also kill the good cells? Will the nerve system or the lymph nodes
also be killed. How about the liver and kidney functions? All those criteria have to be met before one
draws any conclusion.

This was the assumption behind Nicodemus’ statement. We have seen something and now we
want to set up more criteria before we can conclude who you are. He wanted to engage in some
theological discussion with Jesus. He wanted to lead this interaction.

However, Jesus’ response must have caught him by surprise. Since Jesus knew men’s hearts, He
would not fall for this; he would not let Nicodemus lead the discussion. Instead, he would take the lead
and bring the discussion to a spiritual level. Vs.3, “IREEEE LMK, NG AEL, HiARR  #
[ . Kingdom of God is synonymous with kingdom of heaven. There are the present and future

aspects of kingdom of God. The present aspect is about God’s rule in one’s heart. Then there is also the
future aspect; that one day when we die we’ll enter into that kingdom. In the book of John, the kingdom
of God is seldom used; instead, eternal life is more common. So eternal life and the kingdom of God are

synonymous. Nicodemus wanted to see more and then believe in Jesus’ identity. Instead, Jesus’



response was: if you are to see and know who I am, you have to be born again. Without being ‘born
again’ no one can see me or the kingdom of God. Miracles by itself cannot provide insight about God.
Only a birth from above will enable a person to see and enter the kingdom of God.

Isn’t this true with us? We want to see more miracles, more evidences, then we’ll believe.
However, without this rebirth, no matter how many signs we see, we will not be able to see the God
behind the miracles. The gospel stories proved this to be true. Even after seeing more miracles and
hearing more teaching from Jesus, people still would not believe him. It was those who were familiar
with what he did that eventually put him on the cross. Now, let’s move on.

IL. Jesus wants us to be born again as the foundation for entering into the kingdom of God.

Nicodemus could not understand this thing about being born again. Vs.4, “Je BHE5ER: “ N2

T, EREE W ? HEE fih BE PO BFIE AL H A2 Jesus then explained to him in vs.5-8, “HBfik A1
“REEALLIR, NEAROKAMES AR, MARE MR RRASERNIZRS, 17#€

wER . IRANER RIBRER AR A R A . EBER R, IR R R 2
B, AUAREERIRREAR, R, N BB AR, H2IEHRE.” In essence, Jesus said that to be
born again means to be born from above. To be born again is to be born of water and spirit. Vs.7 stresses
the importance of born again. This is not an easy passage to interpret. We have to look at the origin of
this ‘water and spirit’.

Ezekiel 36: 25-27, “$ s FIERFR HIKIEAEARM 5 b, IR 1 B BER # — )
Tobk, AEURMMIEBE T A AT ER . FRDIEHT O IRM, ST B R A A T SRR
PR R a0, SEROEBATR . FBIERE SRR, AEURMREAT F A, i
AT HLEE > This water symbolizes the washing away of sins. There is more to this. God will also give

us a new spirit. When the spirit comes to us, it will replace my heart that has been hardened by sins, with
a new heart, a soft heart. A heart that will obey God and walk in the right path. Later in chapter 37,

Ezekiel used an even stronger image to explain the effect of this water and spirit. With the coming of



God’s spirit, the dry bones in the valley will come to life. Therefore being born with water and spirit
points to repentance and the transformation of life. Again, Nicodemus could not understand this. To him,
seeing and entering the kingdom of God or receiving eternal life depends on how much good one does,
how much one knows about God’s laws. But Jesus said, no, not so. In order to enter the kingdom of God,
one must be born of above. This is not visible to human eyes. It’s like cannot see the wind but can feel

its effect. We cannot see the water cleansing or the new heart, but we can see its effect in repentance and
a life marked by obedient to God’s words.

In some funeral services I have heard words such as: so and so is a real nice person. He/she is
very helpful to people around him. He is such a nice guy, everyone likes him so he must be in heaven
now. Unfortunately, this is not so. You may be the nicest guy on this side of heaven, you may give 50%
of your net worth to charity, but without being born from above, being born with water and spirit, you
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. Last week a friend of mine shared with me what he heard in a
sermon in church in BJ. An elderly elder in his sermon made this statement: we all liked Chou En Lai,
but he is not in heaven.

The same friend also shared with me this story. A local businessman had been coming to the
Bible study at his home for sometime. One day he expressed his desire to become a Christian. However,
he raised a question. “if I become a Christian, then I can’t continue the present business practice. That

includes taking shortcut, 7 {# and bribery. And if I discontinue these behavior, my business will

come to a halt right away.” He fully understood that believing in Jesus required repentance and
following God’s instructions.

Jesus is also saying that if we want to enter into God’s kingdom in the future we need to
establish a relationship with God now. As he gives us that new birth from above, he would become our
father and we, his children.

III.  Believing in Jesus is the starting point of being born again.



All this was too much for Nicodemus to understand, vs.9, “/JEé BH#E5E55:  “/EREAEIHME? 7
s0 in vs.10, we hear some very strong words from Jesus, “HF k5, “ R/ LAtF) N 20T, BAHE
EHEMG? REEAEELTR, RMAER, Awdm: BN, SES, RmIRIPMaREZ M
RS, WERMEE L, R EAE, WRER LNE, BREMGER? B TIRK L
TRINT CHEIARIE “Br TR EETAHRIMELER ERAT” D, ®RAATHER, ”
Being a teacher of the law, how can you not understand this?

Jesus then moves on and uses an OT story to further explain and bring to a conclusion of this
encounter with Nicodemus. Vs.14-15, “EEPH7EIE Y BAIO Sbp B, AN MeERp B ik, i
BT B0 N ##3 7K £« When the Israelites were in the wilderness, they repeatedly complained to

God about the hardship they experienced. They complained about the manna from heaven with no meat,
they complained there was no water. Complaints were viewed as lacking trust in God. So God sent
serpents into their camp and many died of the snakebites. They people then repented. God told Moses to
made a snake out of bronze and raise it up in the wilderness. Whoever looked at this bronze snake will
survive and be cured of the snakebite and live. Now, Jesus said that he is like that bronze snake and one
day he’ll be raised up and whoever believes in him will have eternal life.

Here He is saying that eternal life is not dependent on miracles. To receive eternal life, to enter
God’s kingdom, one will have to be born again. This is God’s work in us. With this born again, our eyes
will be clear and then we can see who Jesus is and believe in Him.

Conclusion:

Many of us are like Nicodemus, we have heard about Jesus either through reading or from
people around us. We have family members that are Christians and their convictions and behaviors have
perked our interest. We may start coming to church/fellowship groups and ask all kinds of questions.
Often we say something like this: if Jesus will help me find a job, or if he will heal my husband or
child’s cancer, then I’1l believe in him. We want to set certain criteria and when/if Jesus meets them,

we’ll believe. In other words, we want to see a Jesus that meets our standards so we can believe.



However, when we come to the scriptures, we are in for a surprise. Today’s story tells us that
Jesus refuses to be defined by us. Instead, he wants us to follow his agenda. If we are to really see him
as he is, we are first to be born again. When He reborn us from above, we’ll then see him as the son of
God. And by believing in him, we’ll have eternal life.

This afternoon we’ll witness the baptism of 3 individuals. This act of baptism is to reinforce the
truth that these individuals have been born from above and have come to believe in Jesus, the son of
God.

Remember the bronze snake we heard earlier? Years after the wilderness experience, this bronze
snake became an idol, an object of worship. So king Hezekiah ordered its destruction. But Jesus is more

than the bronze snake. Jesus will last forever, for he is the Son of God, he is God.



